Video Notes: Mankind: The Story of All of Us Episode 9 Pioneers
· In 1676 New England, 150,000 settlers lived on the frontier.
· The Wabanaki lands were now threatened as Europeans moved onto their lands. Natives in “New” World outnumbered settlers 6 to 1.
· Wabanaki and other natives attacked.

· Mercy Lewis survived a Wabanaki attack. In 1692 she served as a witnessed in the Salem Witch Trials.

· Puritans in Salem were fearful of the forest and superstition was strong.
· Mercy and other girls testified that Martha Corey and other accused people were witches who haunted their dreams and injured them without touching them- all considered evidence of witchcraft.

· The Puritans lived according to the Bible and feared the devil. Supernatural explanations were common. The Puritans greatly feared the devil and Indians in their daily lives.

· The worldwide witch craze killed 45,000 accused witches. The Puritans took their witch craze to the “New” World with them.

· Over 100 people were accused of witchcraft and 20 were executed.

· Years later one girl withdrew her testimony and claimed she was deceived by Satan.

· Salem was one of the last mass witch hunts. The era of superstition was ending.

· Now the hunt for profit was calling for a new brand of pioneers to America- hunters and frontiersmen.
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· Siberia was 1.5 times the size of the U.S. (10% of the world’s land).

· Men searched for furs- worth ten times the value of gold.

· The earth was in a mini-ice age and furs kept people warm. They also showed a person’s wealth.

· Hunters and frontiersmen were starving. They also faced hunter-gatherer groups who lived traditional lives in isolation in Siberia known as the Evenki.

· The Evenki believed they owned the land and the fur traders were invading their lands.
· Although the Evenki shot arrows at the hunters, the gun was no match.

· The gun was invented in China, improved in Europe, and now mass produced. The gun changed the frontiers.

· The wilderness was being tamed and hunter-gatherers across the planet were being displaced due to the gun.

· The trade in fur reached across Asia and North America.

· In Asia, Russia found furs in Siberia. In North America furs were found in the vast forests by frontiersmen (Dutch, French, and English).

· Dutch traders established a port to trade furs back to Europe (80,000 pelts per year)- creating a new commercial capital New York.

· Resources of the natural world drove a new age of commerce: sugar, tobacco, tea, fur, etc.…but transporting them on uncharted seas was a deadly job (1 in 5 ships sank).

· Sailors navigated by measuring the angles of the moon and stars and comparing them to star charts.

· Sailing was risky.
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· John Flamsteed was the king’s astronomer in England who changed navigation forever by building his mural arc.

· Superstition was giving way to science- single-celled organism, the beating human heart, gravity, heliocentric universe.

· The scientific method changed the world.

· Flamsteed made 28,000 measurements and gave each star a unique mark. His star chart was fifteen times more accurate than before. New measurements one day helped man reach the moon.

· Now science opened a new age of exploration.

· Captain James Cook had a vision to go farther than any man before him. He depended on Flamsteed’s measurements.

· Cook made three journeys on his ship, the Endeavor, crossed the Pacific, and reached Australia.

· Australia’s aboriginal people settled the continent 50,000 years ago and was the oldest living culture. They had and ancient civilization and over 250 languages.

· Cook claimed the land for the British Empire.

· He found the largest island on earth and a truly unique ecosystem where 85% of the animals were found nowhere else on earth.

· Joseph Banks was the botanist that catalogued the species and took specimens on Australia.

· After one week- the Endeavor headed back to Britain but it hit a reef. To save the ship they threw casks, personal belongings, fresh drinking water…everything except the scientific discoveries. Finally, the rising tide saved the ship and it floated again.
· They hit the Great Barrier Reef and barely survived.

· Cook mapped the Pacific Ocean, Australia, New Zealand, and the Americas.
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· In America, Benjamin Franklin brought the Scientific Revolution to new heights.

· Using a kite during a lightning storm Franklin studied electricity.

· Franklin knew the destruction of lightening but also knew that it was electricity and thought it could be harnessed.

· The Enlightenment was based on the idea that there were natural and rational explanations for the phenomenon of nature.

· Franklin was putting superstition to rest once and for all.

· His experiment could either unlock the secrets of the skies or electrocute him.

· Franklin was a man who wanted rational explanations to the world around him.
· He invented the world’s first lightening rod.

· Franklin’s discover set the stage for the electric world to come.
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· 20-years after Franklin’s discovery, in New Hampshire millionaire Ebenezer Mudgett was a self-made tycoon. He made his fortune selling wood. 9-million acres of forests were one of America’s greatest resources.

· The British navy used the best American trees to build its ships. Ships took 6,000 ships to build.

· In Boston, British troops numbered 1 for every 4 civilians. Tensions erupted in the Boston Massacre.

· By law, the best trees were set aside for British ships. Colonists including Mudgett resisted. They wanted local control over resources. Mudgett was caught and charged with stealing from the King of England.

· Pine Tree Riot resulted after Mudgett’s punishment- one strike for every tree he stole.

· A year later the Boston Tea Party took place (destroying $1-million worth).

· In 1775 in Lexington, the Shot Heard ‘Round the World took place as the Colonists planned to fight against the British.

· July 4, 1776 the Second Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence.
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